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Are You Ready?

“Are you ready?” 1’ve asked my son, Robbie, this question at least ten
thousand times over the last eighteen years. “Are you ready for school?”, “Are
you ready for dinner? “, “Are you ready for bed?” But today, when | asked that
question, it carried a whole new signiycance.. As we loaded the last duffel bag
into the car, and checked to see that we had our boarding passes and our i.d.’s ,
once again | asked, “are you ready? Are you ready to leave home and head off
to college, to begin a new adventure, to truly be on your own? “I’m ready,” he
answered with a smile on his face and a glimmer of adventure in his eye. Wow,
he’s ready. It’s a good thing nobody asked me, because at that moment my answer
would have been, “no I’m not ready.” The truth of the matter is that the process
of his getting ready for college involved a lot of hard work and determination on
his part, and a lot of prayer and encouragement from those who love him.

Isn’t that how life is? We spend a lot of time getting ready: for our job,
our wedding, our retirement, and if we’ve been diligent and we’ve planned well,
then when the time comes, we are prepared. Our spiritual life is no different. God
wants us to get ready. Jesus told his disciples that they needed to be ready, that he
was going to prepare a place for them. He promised them he’d be coming back for
them. He told parables about the need to be ready. And those words are directed
at us. He wants us to be ready to enter the kingdom of God, to share in His in-
heritance. And that takes dedication and effort. We need to read the Bible, study
God’s word, spend time in His company. But the best part of this equation is that
the hard part was already done by the death of Jesus on the cross. He suffered and
died for our sins. Praise God.

I know that when | say goodbye to my son on Sunday, and drive to the
airport, I’ll be crying some major tears, but it won’t be because he’s not ready.
And what reassures me more than anything else possibly could is that I know he
has a constant companion to continue to help him get ready for all the challenges
that come his way. I’m putting my trust in the Lord to guide him and direct him,
and I know he’s in good hands.

So don’t put off the “getting ready’ part of your walk with the Lord. There’s
no time like right now. Take a moment, close your eyes, ask God to help you pre-
pare for all that lies ahead of you. But most of all for Him to guide you along the
way until He comes to bring you into His kingdom. Now’s the time. Get ready.

May God bless you,
Christie Zoba

Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth) and ynd out what pleases the Lord.
Ephesians 5:8-10
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